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The Working World
With unemployment soaring over
20% for teenagers, the competi-
tion for jobs was keen. Everyone needed
and wanted money, especially high
school students. But, because of the
economy, it was hard to come by.
Why did teenagers want money? Most
students wanted money so they could be
more independent. Also, they wanted to
save for things their parents won't buy
them, or their parent's couldn't afford.
Perhaps the three main items that stu-
dents desired money for were a car (in-
cluding gasoline), dates, and clothes. In
addition, teenagers needed money to go
out on weekends and hang around with
their friends. After all, things are more
expensive these days, and if kids wanted
some luxuries, they had to pay for them
by themselves.
Obtaining a job was no easy matter.
The job market for teenagers was ex-
tremely limited. A vast majority of high
school students were employed in res-
taurants as bus-boys or dishwashers, in
supermarkets as stock or bag boys, or in
a fast-food environment.
In other words, high school students
started near the bottom of the job scale.
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Stores and restaurants such as Publix,
Winn-Dixie, McDonalds and Burger
King employed many Clearwater stu-
dents. Starting out at this disadvantage,
it was hard for a teenager to find a job he
can really enjoy.
How did a high school student get a
job? First, he went around and filed ap-
plications with various businesses. The
prospective employee checked back with
the business to show his interest. If he
was offered an interview, he should have
dressed nicely and been on his best be-
havior.
A couple of interview tips were: 1)
don't ask about money at the beginning
of the interview and, 2) dress appropri-
ately and look nice. These were sure to
help impress the interviewer.
While it was tough for a teenager to get
a job, it wasn't impossible. Everyone
needs money and a job was probably the
answer. ?                       By Tom Coffee
For many students, working at a supermar-
ket is an easy job to acquire. However, the
hours aren't always the best. Often stu-
dents such as Kevin Case worked nights
and weekends. Kevin works at Kash 'n
Karry.
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